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The Commands of Our Lord

“Treasures in Heaven”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 6:20 “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;”
Of course to study this verse we must not forget the surrounding verses:
Matt 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.”
Matt 6:21 “for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Jesus is making the big correlation between our temporary abode and the realm in which we will live forever.  He also made the rhetorical question regarding stuff in both realms:

Mark 8:36 “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?”

Until we have been justified we do not have anyplace in heaven to store treasures.  But now that we are declared righteous and adopted by God as His children, we can start thinking about putting treasures in heaven.  

Let’s first think about things that we can do that are of no value in heaven.  Jesus addressed this topic in Matt 6:19 concerning things that moths and rust destroy.  Clothes will be destroyed by moths and cars will be rusted away so putting great emphasis on what to wear and what car to drive will not be treasures in heaven.  Houses will fall apart and so putting too much emphasis on having the best house possible will not be of lasting value to us.  Everything that is purely material will go away.  It will not matter in our accounts in heaven how much money we made here so focusing on earthly success will be of no lasting value.  God is not going to care how many patents or publications in the natural world we have and He will not be impressed at most items in the standard resume of people.  Jesus amplifies these topics in another verse in this section of Matthew:
Matt 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”
We are called to serve God and serve Him we must.  So let’s think about the treasures we can store in heaven.  
Matt 25:40 “And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'”

What we do for Jesus would certainly be a treasure for heaven.  So if we look back at the preceding verses in chapter 25 of Matthew we can see what some of those acts would be.  Remember in verse 40 Jesus referenced the works as those done to “these brothers of Mine”, who would be our fellow Christians.

Matt 25:35 “For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;

Matt 25:36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.”

So when we do the above for fellow Christians we have put up for ourselves some treasures in heaven.  The key to storing treasures in heaven is to express our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ by helping to meet their needs.  

Luke 10:27 “And he answered and said, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself."”

The faith that God gave us is not meant to just put us into a monastery but to be used in showing our love for others.  As we couple our faith with our works our faith is made more complete:
James 2:22 “You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;”

We need to all determine ways that we will help meet the needs of our fellow Christians as stated above and our neighbors (all the people with whom we come in contact).  It is important for us to understand that nothing that we do adds anything to our justification before God but we do these things because we love God and want to demonstrate our love for Him to others.  I write these letters not to add to my justification but because I know that God wants to use me in this way.  Perhaps they also will add a bit to my treasures in heaven.  My wife, Carol, teaches Bible classes and I know that God is storing up treasures for her from her devotion to her students.  I am sure that most of you can also think of works that you and others do that are storing treasures for you and for them. 
God bless you all.
